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Besides the territory which was under the jurisdiction of
the hereditary chiefs of the country, and that which was
entirely controlled by the central government, there was
a portion of the lands of Goozerat which occupied an inter-
mediate position, under the sway of a class of men who,
though not possessed of hereditary rights, had succeeded m
assuming what was well nigh their equivalent Of this class we
may select as a prominent example the Kusbatees of Dholka
 *	Previous to the fall of the Mogul government,' says Colonel
Walker,  'the Kusbatees, as soldiers of fortune who had
' acquired a competence,  settled at Dholka     From their
 *	numbers and warlike character, their influence was great,
' and they were feared by that predatory race of men—the
' Katees    When the Mahrattas obtained the supremacy in
' this part of the country, they were useful to them    At this
' time, owing to the frequent wars and revolutions in the
'government, Goozerat was in a state of anarchy, and the
' district of Dholka had nearly become an uncultivated waste
' The Gmkowar government was incapable of remedying these
' disorders, and of restoring the revenue without the assistance
' of men of influence in the country, and who had a command
4 of cash    The Kusbatees on this occasion offered to restore
'the population of the several villages,  on condition that
' each village which they brought into cultivation should be
' leased to them for a certain number of years, at a fixed rent
' These offers were accepted, and since that time it has been
' customary to grant leases to the Kusbatees of those villages
' which have from time to time become waste '
' deemed sufficient for murder of any apecies, and for the hves of persona
' of any rank, including the king and the primate, whose head, by the
' laws of Sent, was estimated at a higher rate than that of the king
' The prices of all kinds of wounds were also settled, and he who was
' detected in adultery with his neighbour's wife was ordered, by the
e laws of Ethelbert, to pay him a fine, and buy hrm another wife The
*	punishments for robbery were various, but none of them capital   If
' any person could trace his stolen cattle into another's ground, the owner
' of the ground was obliged to show their tracks out of it, or pay the value
' of the cattle
' But if the punishments for crimes among the Anglo Saxons were
'remarkable, their pretended proofs were no less so' The author
then goes on to describe the ordeal system

